Tommy Had a Temper

Tommy was nine years old, but sometimes he
acted like a two-year-old. He would get angry
when he could not have his way.

One day at school, Tommy wanted a story book
to read. But Jean had asked for it first.

The teacher said, "You may have it later,
Tommy. Jean asked for it before you did."

"But I want it now," Tommy cried. He threw
his books on the floor.

"You can get mad, can't you?" the teacher said.
"When you want something, you want it right
away, don't you, Tommy?"

"Yes!" said Tommy. He kicked the books on the
floor.

"Maybe sometimes it scares you a little to get
so mad," the feacher said.

Tommy did not answer. Then he said, "You
can't make me pick up these books."

"But you can make yourself do it," the teacher

said in a kind, friendly voice. That was all she

said. Then she went to the back of the room to

help some of the other children.

Tommy sat down in his seat. He thought of
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